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ALLIED LINE HOLDS; COUNTER BLOW IMPENDS
GERMANS KEENLY FEELING LOSSES

BUT CONTINUE THEIR FIERCE DRIVES;
FRENCH FORCED TO GIVE UP NOYON

? ¦

Teutons Forced to Rush Rein¬
forcements From A11 Parts

of Western Front.
CHIEF FIGHTING GOES ON

IN ROYE-CHAULNES AREAS
Petadn's Forces Hold Line of Oise Strongly.

British. Fliers Demoralizing Enemas
Supply Stations and Communications.

Although still giving ground at points before the desperate Ger¬
man drive, the British and French armies engaged in the great battle
in northern France are preserving their united front intact and ap¬

parently waiting the opportune moment for the delivery of a counter

blow to dispel the German dream of world domination.
Big events*are impending in the immediate future, at any rate,

and the advices from the front indicate that these are expected to

develop favorably to the allies, probably within the next few hours.
All accounts agree that Germany is paying heavily for every foot

of ground she has wrested from the allied armies. Her casualties are

shown by the British official statement to have mounted so high that
every part of the western front has had to be drawn upon to provide
badly needed jrefctforcements for the battle area.

Field Marshal ifaig's report -reveals that mofe than sevcpty
divisions, or between 800,000 and 900,000 men, have already been en¬

gaged tathe> battle on the German side, and the widespread call for
fresh troops^makes it plain that the fighting forces are being rapidly

~ used up in the terrific and cosfly onslaught. Forty divisions of the
German reserve are" reported to have been thrown into the line as

early as the second day of the battle.
The rearward movement in the face of>tfye Teutonic attack has

nowbrought the allied armies "well toward the edge of their former
battle lines in the Somme area and in the devastated region to the
6oatheast.

Field Marshal Haig reports the new British line drawn some¬

what to the east of Albert and Roye. Paris indicates the French
fighting front as extending southward from Chaulnes, past Noyon,
which has been evacuated by the French, and then running eastward
along the southern bank of the river Oise.

_

The German troops have been reported as rapidly tiring from
their breathless plunge into the entente lines, and they were evi¬
dently forced to take a breathing spell last night opposite the Brit¬
ish front! as the London noon-day statement reports the fighting to
have died down. This morning, however, fresh forces probably had
been brought up and the attack was being resumed south of the
Somme in the Roye and Chaulnes areas.

It is in this sector and in the Noyon region that the German
wedge is being driven in hardest, and it is here, or on the line to the
east, should tbe Germans further expose their left wing, that the
weight of the expected counter blow may fall.

The French on their line are holding the line of the Oise strongly.
Their~artillery is cutting huge swaths in the German columns and the
French infantry is making frequent counter attacks, inflicting heavy
losses upon the Germans and retarding their advance.

The British evidently are maintaining their marked superiority
fa the air on the battle front, and are throwing, the German supply
stations and lines of communication in the rear into confusion by air
attacks .at clcee range. .

Kaiser's Losses So Great
He Draws on All Armies

. '

?

*5SBS. 1March 26..The
Germans this morning began new

attacks against the combined
French and British forces south
of the Somme.
The fighting died down during

tfie light, the war office reports.
The British established them¬
selves in new positions east of
Roye and Albert.
The German losses have been

so great that the enemy has been
obliged to bring tip reinforce¬
ments from all parts of-the west¬
ern front. The war office has es¬

tablished -the fact that more than
seventy German divisions (in the
neighborhood of 840,000 men)
have been engaged.

Text of Statement.

The statement follows: >

"The fighting Sled down during -the
Bight. Our troops established them¬
selves on new positions east ot Roye
and Albert.
"North ot the Somme continuance ot

the fighting 1s expected, but It has not
yet deveWfred. Attacks are reported to
be developing this morning south ot
the Sqnme against our troop* and
thoee;«f the French in the' neighbor-
>Qodjb? Boy* and Chaulnes.
-<3m' enemy's losses continue to be

severe. He has been obliged Xo rein¬
force his battle front from all parts
of the western theater. Over seventy
hostile divisions are known to have
been engaged in the battle."

Last Night's Statement.
LONDON, March 25..The text of the

evening statement reads:
"During the morning of March 25 our

troops on t|ie front from the Somme as

far north as Wancourt had beaten off
continuous and heavy attacks with
complete success. Heavy losses have
been inflicted on the enemy by our

artillery and machine guns, while our

low-flying airplanes repeatedly attack¬
ed the enemy's advancing columns far¬
ther to the rear.
"A heavy attack delivered by fresh

enemy troops in the afternoon enabled
them to make progress west and south¬
west of Bapaume, in the direction of
Courcelette. South . of Peronne our

troops have been pressed back in sev¬
eral places slightly west of the Somme,
while farther south the enem^ has suc¬
ceeded in ^making some progress and
has captured Nesle and Quiscard.
"French reinforcements are arriving

in this neighborhood.
"Our treops, although tired, are in

good heart and are fighting splendidly,
and the enemy is only progressing at
the cost of heavy sacrifices. Our loss^p
in material have been heavy, and in¬
clude a certain number of tanks."

"THE THING IS OVER,"
SAYS VON'HINDENBURG

AMSTERDAM, March 25 .Tb« war cor¬

respondent at the Berlin LolyU Anseiffer
reports that Field Marshal von Hlnden-
trar* remarked after the opening battle:

ARE ALLIED ARMIES ON EVE
OF GREAT COUNTER BLOW?

ADVICES INDICATE MOVE
r % f '

By the Associated Press.

BRITISH ARMY HEADQUARTERS IN FRANCE,
March 26..There is reason to believe important events will be
recorded within the next few hours which may lead to a better¬
ment of the position of the armies which are stemming the Ger¬
man onslaught.

MAY OVERTRUMP GERMANS.
By the Associated Press.

FRENCH FRONT IN FRANCE, Monday, March 25..
Entire confidence reigns that the Germans' last trump in' the
world battle will be overtrumped when the proper moment
comes. 1

The allied military authorities were fully cognizant that
the enemy's supreme effort would cause a retreat until meas¬

ures could be taken to check the irruption into the allied posi¬
tions.

COUNTER BLOWS AT RIGHT TIME.
OTTAWA, Ontario, March 26..A Reuter dispatch received

here from French headquarters today says that the news should
be read with entire calm and unshaken confidence, and that al¬
though the British front was compelled to recoil under the ham¬
mer blows of von Hindenburg.inevitably a move that Avas

fully foreseen by the allied staffs.counter measures prepared
in advance will take effect at the right moment.

GERMANS BATTLE,
AGAINST TIME, IS

VIEW AT FRONT
>

Kaiser's Reserves Reduced
92 Divisions During First

» Two Days of Battle.

130 ENEMY AIRPLANES
DOWNED IN FIVE DAYS

British Smash Heavy* Attack Near
Erviller*.Holding Firm on

Northern Section of Line.

By tbe Associated Press.
" BRITISH ARMY HEAD¬
QUARTERS IN FRANCE,
March 26..The enemy is fighting
desperately hard against time. On
the first day his reserves were re¬

duced to fifty-two divisions. At
the end of the second day some

forty divisions from the reserves
had been put in.
A heavy German attack yester¬

day about Ervillers was complete¬
ly smashed by the British artillery
fire. .

>

The withdrawal was not due to pre3«
siure against this sector of the line.Reports from all along the front in-
dicate that the German loss of life yes-tt.rday was heavy. The enemy ad¬
vanced against allied gunners who
were firing with open sights.Last night British airmen took heavytoll from the German infantry inBapaume.
No official figures dre at hand, but

from compilations made personally the
cprresftontient is convinced that at least
130 German airplanes have beenbrought down in the last five days.

Little Change in Line.
During the night there was compara¬

tively little change in the line. No
heavy attack this iViorning had been re¬
ported up to 10 o'clock. The British
were still holding the enemy stronglyabout halfway between Contblcs and
Albert.

j The fighting yesterday continued
with more or less intensity along the
whole line. The Germans pushed hard

j in the neighborhood of Fonches*
Chaulnes, Estrees, Dompierre, Meri-
court, Miraumont, Achiet-Le-Grand
Sapigflies and Ervillers. Heavy fightingoccurred about Grevillers, and a des¬
perate conflict was waged in the- vicin¬
ity of Nesle, whicii the Germans, now
hold. .

" I
The enemy also attacked strorj^ly in

the direction of Noyon, but met with
strenuous resistance, which appeared
to stem the advance. A further mass¬
ing of German troops was reported at
Peronne and north of Bapaume. both of
which the enemy holds, Bapaume .was
turned into an inferno by squadrons of
British aviators. Their bombs tore to
pieces whatever was left of the place.
The work of the British airmen sinqe
the beginning of the battle has been
one of the brightest pages. Bitter, bat¬
tles in the air have been fought by
scores of aviators, and the service has
proved fully its ability to smother the
German airmen at a crucial time. .

The compilations of Germaa airplanelosses made J>y the correspondent have
reference to- only or* section of the
battle front, comprising perhaps two-
thirds of the line affected. ^
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KAISER MUST GAIN

TIDE WILL SHIFT
German Advantage in Offen¬
sive Presumably Is at High-

Water Level.

PEOPLE OF BRITAIN v

TO RENDER EVERY AID

All Contention Silenced by Dangers.
People Urged to Accept More

Sacrifice*.
--¦«.

By the Associated Press.

OTTAWA, Ontario, March 26.
."These first days o! the battle
presumably mark high-water level
of the German advance," says a
.Reuter dispatch. "The enemy still
enjoys .the advantage of the of¬
fensive and is able to select the
point where the blow is to be
aimed, while we are obliged to
disperse by means of defense and
to cover all points where the blow
might fall.

Advantage Passes.
"That advantage, as the history of war

has taught us, is one that quickly passes
every hour and brings us nearer to the
moment when the allied.armies in"reserve
Till be ready to intervene. Before that
moment comes Hindenburg must have
achieved the decision or be prepared to
see it go against him,
"Hitherto, with thrice the human ma¬

terial and means employed by the French'
and British armies last year, the enemy
gained proportionally less than the allies
.did in a series of brilliant attacks be-ginning with Vim.v ridge anil ending withthe Malmaison fort Ail such operations.result in the gain of ground exactly pro¬portionate to the accumulation of mefimaterial and means behind the attackingfront.--

"As the Germans have been able toaccumulate a greater force behind thefront than the allies have even been
able to achieve-, their advance has been
proportionately swifter and greater"The Germans are advancing throughthe same territory where, throughtheir o.vn criminal folly, they did not
find a t hole roof except in the towns
of Guistard and Ham, nor an inhabi-
tant or ail ounce of food. The Ger¬
man advance seems to lie In two di¬
rections."

London Braces Itselr.
A Reuter dispatch from London to¬

day says: _

"As the evidence develops that the
Germans are unlikely to gain a decision
in the face of tne maintenance of such
splendid British resistance, public
opinion, which, though anxious,, has
never been duly depressed, is now brac-
ing itself Into a strong determination
to acquiesce in whatever measures are
necessary to meet an admittedly criti¬
cal situation.
"Ali_ contention has been silenced.

There was a. flicker of laber restlessness
in Manchester recently when unofficial
representatives of the engineers
threatened t# strike against the man¬
power proposals, but this was promptlyextinguished by an outburst of popular

tContiuued on Second Faee.)
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NEXT 48 HOURS' DRIVE VITAL,
SAYS WAR EXPERT SIMONDS

Germans Will Break Through or Must Halt
to Bring Up Big Guns.Supreme Crisis

Now Faces Allies. #

BY FRANK H. SIMONDS.
The great Gefman offensive has not been checked. There has

a11 sectors, but only along'the middle
Somtne, between Pferoritie and the big bend of the river north of
Nesle, has there been any indication of a distinct pause in thfc fight¬
ing and of .successful counter offensives on the part of the British.
North and south of this stretch' of river

the Germans are beginning to drive' deep
wedges into the allied line by the capture
of Combles and of Bapaume to the north
and of Nesle to the south.
Measured by all past history of great

offensives in the west tlie supreme crisis
of this, the greatest or ail, is at hand.

Forty-Eight Hours to Tell Story.
Within the nejtt forty-eight hours the

Germans either will win tl&ir great victory
\nd break through the British armies or

they will be compelled to pause while their
heavy guns and munitions are brought up.
As it stands in the German report of

Monday afternoon, the northern wing of
the German array has entered upon the old
battlefield of the Somme and is advancing
toward the crest of the famous "Ridge,"
which was the scene of all the great fight¬
ing of the battle of the Somme from July
to S^>tember, 1916. On this front the
German advance from the outset has been
far slower than to the south, and Halg re¬

ports counter attacks here which tempo¬
rarily held up the German advance.
Further to the south the situation is

more obscure, but ,it is clear that the
French have entered into line and are

holding the high ground before Noyon and
northward toward the Somme. Here there
has been a very marked withdrawal of
the allied line, *hich sooner or later must
affect the French position on the other
side ^f the Olse and compel a withdrawal
behind the AUette. to conform to the re¬
treat to the northwest.

In fcum, the British army, with its
French supports to the south, is still
swinging back, the tremendous impact of
the first assaults has not yet been ex-

hausted and the German troops are still
taking ground of tactical importance and
moving forward, except at the center, be-
hind the Somme, which is here a serious
military obstacle for some twenty miles.
But if the Germans are not likely to

drive the allies out of this position by'
frontal attack, their advances both to the
north and tq the south threaten to turn
the British center out of this, the strong¬
est natural obsacle along the whole battle
front.

Crisis Not Weathered.
We have then to recognise, frankly, that

the crisis has not yet been weathered,
that there is still the possibility of a great
German success. On the other hand, it
is equally essential to recognize that up
-to the present moment the British, with
French support in the last hours, have

kept a line in front of the Germans, have
retreated In an orderly fashion, after in¬
flicting very high casualties and have
reached ground on which all the advan¬
tage is with them.
It seems clear now that the British

were overwhelmed in the center and on

the southern fi^nk'by the opening bom¬
bardment of the Germans, which sur¬

passed anything* known in the history
of this war. At Verdun the French first
an<J second lines were destroyed by the
opening bombardment, then, as the
French had no >hird line, the situation
was at once critical. At the Dunajec
and in Italy the same thing occurred.
But in the present case the German

bombardment seems to have destroyed
three or more systems of -British de¬
fense, and to lrkve covered the back
communications for around twenty
miles. The prodigal use of gas appears
also to have had an influence-in procur¬
ing the failing of British resistance.
In this situation Halg plainly adopted

the course of Jofnre in the Marne cam¬
paign, and,i while his troops were still
unshaken, retired to, new -positions,
making only rear guard stands to hold
the-Germans. In this* Haigr**? strategy
and Joffre's had the same bajsfc purpose.'
The weight pf the German blow was
too grre^at to be blocked at once, but
necessarily it grew weaker as the
troops wearied, Uve heavy guns were
left behind and py contrast the .de¬
fenders drew nearer to their bases.

4 LoSB by Captor* Hot Serious.
intimately Joffre counter-attacked at

the Marne, and ultimately Hals must
counter-attack. The French command¬
er counter-attacked when hia troops
wer« back on the last line on which

rettreto and keep their
flanks resting- unon Paris and Verdm^

the British are beginning to reach po¬
sitions which must be held if a very
general retirement is to be avoided.
The number of prisoners captured by

the Germans, 45,000 in all, does not
suggest any disaster; rather it points
to an orderly but hasty retreat, for in
such a retreat the wounded have to be
left \>ebind. The favorable sign was
the steady fall of the total in the first
three days.16,000 on the first. 9,000 on
the second, 5,000 on the third. The
jump to 15,000 on Sunday indicates
that in their forced retreat from the
front between the Oise and the Somme,
between Nesle and Chauny. where the
French have now intervened,"the Brit-
ish again had to abandon their
wounded.

In a similar period of days in the
victory over the Italians the Germans
claimed more than 100,000 prisoners,
while even at Verdun they claimed 40,-
000 In the first five days. The British
and French in their combined Arras
and Aisne offensive a year ago took
around 45,000 prisoners and nearly 500
guns in the first few days.
As it stands now the Gerfhans have

advanced almost across the devastated
district of their great retreat of a year
ago. They have behind them now only
.a few roads and practically no rail-
roads. The task of bringing up their
heavy guns and munitions, without
which they cannot get on, must be tre-
mendoufr. The British, on the other
hand, are nearly, but vnot quite, back on
their old front of the Somme, and
thus hfcve the* advantage of all the
communications constructed for that
offensive of nearly two years ago.

First Week Test of Fighting.
Not only have the Germans to bring

up their heavy artillery, but they have
to segister it upon the new British gun
positions. They a.rp fighting now, and
must fight henceforth, for a time at
least, under the mo'St unfavorable con-
ditions, while the British conditions, J
as to transport, reserves and posi¬
tions, are. better than at any time since
the attack began.
Now. in the history of all the greatoffensives in the west so far the crisis

has passed by the-encT of the first
week. At Verdun the French counter
attacked on the sixth day and the
German rush was over. At Arras the
British' had to stop after five days.
Save where the original thrust has
ended in a complete rupture of the
enemy's lines, and this has only hap¬
pened in the east,_there has-been no
continued advance after the first week.
So far the Germans have not broken

the allied line; they have not pierced
it either at Bapaunxe or to the south,
while they have temporarily halted in
the center. Their efforts have been
stupendous, and even a machine like

(Continued on Second Page.)
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The Star is tempo- .

rarily forced to use an
inferior lot of paper
badly wound and diffi¬
cult to run at high
speed. i

Subscribers are asked
tq be as tolerant as pos¬
sible under the circum¬
stances as the mechani¬
cal "and circulation de¬
partments are doing
their utmost to relieve
die situation. .>

Members Threaten to Resign
if Policy of Consolidation

Is Carried Out.

BRINGS T0«HEAD SITUATION
BREWING FOR SOME TIME

Centralization Planned at Diitixct
Building, But M. 0. Chance, Chair-

Tnnn, and Othen Object.
.

Consolidation of the eleven local draft'boards at the District building halted
today, when members of the local board
for division No. 3, City Postmaster M.
O. Chance, chairman, informed the local
draft headquarters that if the policy of
consolidation of records is continued the
board members will tender their resig¬
nations.
With the records of ten of the boards

centralised in the District building, the
action of the members of board No. 3
brought to a head a situation brewing
for some time. Mr. Chance, chairman
of the ^>oard; Paul E. Johnson, clerk,
and Dr. E. V- Titus, physician member,
today stood' pat In their determination
to resign racier than see'their ques¬
tionnaires and other records removed
to the District building.

Would Interfere With Duties.
Members of board No. 3, it is under¬

stood. do not believe that they could
conscientiously perform the duties of
their office in the manner they under¬
stand them if the records were removed
from their direct control at the city
post office.
\t a meeting of the board held lastw'eek to decide what answer should

be made to Daniel J. Donovan, acting
adjutant general for the District, w ho
mad» a request that the records, of
the board be centralized with those of
the ten other local boards, it was de¬
cided to refuse to give over the records,
"in Justice to the registrants oyerwhose cases they have had Jurisdiction
up to this time."
Members of board No. 3 believe thatyit is to them and to them alone that

registrants of that division should ap¬ply with any information concerning
themselves, or for any information re¬
garding their standing in the draft,
and that the removal of the records
to the District building would thus de¬
prive registrants of the board from
intimate contact with board members
which is their right.

Ask for Authority.
Correspondence from the local draft

headquarters, at the District building,
resulted in the communication returned
today, reiterating the stand of the
board and asking that specific instruc¬
tions be shown them from the office of
the provost marshal general for the
centralization of the local draft boards
now completed, with the exception of
the "hold out" of board No. 3.

It is probable that amicable settle¬
ment of the fnatter will be made
through personal communication be¬
tween Actin* Adjutant General Dono¬
van and the members of board No. 3.
The central headquarters today an¬

nounced that the following local men
will report for military service at S
o'clock Monday night, at the District
building, as the Districts quota of
95 000 men to be called to the colors
during the first few days of April:

Division No. 1.
Sam Ismei Behdjet, 7BJ 9th (tract

n°ConTtantinos Lymparopulos, 628 I
Rtreet northwest. -s
John Bove. 1408 I street northwest.
John Howe Sweeny, 7I» 24 street

n°JamesStAllen Hussell. U» H street
northwest.

U. S. PREPARATION
FOR WAR SCORED -

ON SENATE FLOOR
Danger Confronts Nation From
Unpreparedness and Tardi¬

ness, It Is Asserted.

AIRCRAFT DECLARED
90 DAYS BEHIND TIME

pint
.ply thirty «tiu.

A bitter arraignment of this coun¬
try's tardiness in war preparation sad
earnest warning of the danger said to
be confronting the nation as a result of
failure to prepare was voiced in the
Senate this afternoon.
A scathing criticism of the alleged col¬

lapse of aircraft production was mads
and the fact was elicited that the pro¬
duction is ninety days behind the sched¬
ule.
It also was* brought out that the new

liberty motor for battle planes may be
abandoned and used only for bombing
planes, a new motor to be developed by
the International board to replace It.

Wants Facts Brought Out.
Senator Lodge started the debatata

the Senate In *n Impassioned warstng
to the country against the situation aa
he views it, and appealed to the
authorities to tell the country the truth
as to unpreparedhess,

"We are now fighting top

soon be gating for our -wmtf
-ae an independent nation."
He said that as one Individual, a»

one American, be wanted his people to
know lust what the situation is, a*.
that they win rise up and meet it.
he said that one whole year had PW-
tieallv been wasted. anO that though
the people had given their eons and
their money generously, the oountry
was not yet equipped for war.

Mistakes Huge, But Being Repaired-
Senator "Hitchcock of Nebraska saM

that though mistakes in the past
been enbrmous, they are now in r
of being repaired. .

He spoke particularly of aircraft 1
auction, saying (hat in a short time we
country will know all the facts abowt
the aircraft situation.
Senator Poindexter said it was gratl-

fying to hear that after one year of
warfare the country may still get some

I information as to the extent of aircraft
production. He said the facta are well
known and they are that this country
has no battleplanes.

Says No Battle Planes, Is Pima.
Senator Poindexter further charged

that it is th/- deliberate purpose of the
.

aircraft administration that we are not
to have battle plahes at all. It must be
gratifying to Americans to know that
their battle front in France is now pro-
tected by French battle planes," he ob- \
served.

.._
"

"W2 never will see." said Senator
Poindexter, "a battle plane such as was
exhibited here last Sunday by the
French flier, because the aircraft ad-
ministration does not Intend to build
any of that kind."
Senator Hitchcock declared that the

estimates of S0,00« airplanes of last
summer by the aircraft production
board to be ready by next July had
fallen to 15,000. then to 7.000 atid now
only one-tenth of the number at first
estimated for are likely to be furnished
by July.
"Men high in the organisation of the

airplane production board stated to me
that there seemed to be ill the efforts
tc produce airplanes some mysterious
and nnknown influence that is putting"
the blielit on all of the efforts of the
board." Senator Poindexter declared.
Or. behalf of wealthy and Influential

persons in his state, the senator said,
he offered to ihe board all the spruce
needed, hut this offer was refused.

..I could have got this spruce nine
months ago," he declared, "and it could
have been obtained for the asking at
a fair nrice." vd
At this point. Senator Overman, demo¬

crat. of North Carolina, urged Senator
Poindexter to desist, sayn.j saoa re¬

marks only distress the American peo¬
ple. adding that it was a time when
men should work together.
Senator Pyindexter retorted that if

Conditions were such as had been repre¬
sented, it was the duty of every person
to see that they were corrected.

Senator Lodge Rebukes Delay.
Compulsory military training was ad¬

vocated by Senator Lodge, who declared
that he had favored this plan before
the present war. and, now that the na¬
tion is engaged in the struggle, was
more in favor of It. He urged adoption
of the amendment to the draft law In¬
troduced by Senator New of Indiana
providing for the training of boys be? -

tween the ages of nineteen and twenty-
one years, declaring if there were ne
other excuse it would -provide a valu¬
able training. The measure, he added,
is one of immediate value.
"The fate of this war is trembling ia

the balance." Senator Lodge declared.
"Our gallant allies are holding back the
Germans with certain sacrifices and.
with a courage that goes past eulogy.
In this dsrk hour It is a crime to keep
from the people the facta that Oermany
herself knows.

..
**'.

It has been known for weeks that
no American fighting planes are la
France. Senator Lodge declared. Some
weeks ago the Secretary of War told
the public that some planes were being
sent abroad, but Senator Lodge de¬
clared that tb^re were only two French
models that were being returned.

JSo Fig-htipg Planes There.
"We haven't a fighting plan* t»

he continued. "Our front ia und-*-
in the^r, fro - . -

(OOOttOBH

'.!
v i

Senators Lodge
spoken in Denouncing
in F»ce of Fight for Civilization.

Senator New of Indiana,
In the Senate


